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Good morning.  Mr. Chairman, thank you for the opportunity to testify today on behalf of 
Attorneys General across the nation.  Many of us were here this week to discuss important 
issues facing our states – and the issue of prescription drugs being sold over the Internet 
certainly is one of them.  It is good to be here with my friends from Virginia – Chairman Tom 
Davis, Congressman Schrock and Congressman JoAnn Davis. 
 
As we all know, the Internet offers tremendous opportunity for e-commerce, but it also is a 
wireless trap for fraud and scams – including health risks involving the online sale of 
prescription drugs.  In July of last year – we posted on our office web site and issued a media 
alert warning individuals of the perils of online prescription drugs, including links for 
information on consumer safety for online prescription purposes. 
 
Thousands of Virginians rely on prescription drugs for their health.  Seniors and working 
families struggle to afford prescription drugs.  It is my role as Attorney General to ensure that 
consumers are protected from online, fabricated pharmacies whose main concern is the bottom 
line not the health of the purchaser.  It is necessary to have the law enforcement tools to shut 
down these rogue pharmacies and that is why I am here today. 
 
Virginia prides itself on being a business-friendly state.  Under my leadership as Attorney 
General, we often look for creative ways for the public and private sector to work together.  
There is a legitimate purpose for online prescription sales – but only when narrowly tailored to 
provide convenience and cost-effective purchases following an actual visit with a physician 
who then prescribes their patient medication that will improve their health.  However, this 
legislation targets those companies who use privacy concerns and convenience at the expense 
of the health of the individual. 
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It is so easy to go to one of these sites and put in information that does not accurately portray 
your health condition – such as a higher weight to allow an individual to purchase diet pills 
who doesn’t really need them.  It is so easy for a child to make up their age to purchase 
prescription drugs without their parents knowing.  It is so easy to go to one of these sites, get a 
prescription for a self-prescribed condition, something an individual may have read off another 
internet web site.  No questionnaire can replace the diagnosis of a physician who knows the 
patient and their health history. 
 
As Attorneys General, we have worked together against rogue pharmacies – but our current 
enforcement tools are lacking.  Right now enforcement at the state level is limited to the 
practice of prescribing and dispensing medications through state laws and licensure 
agreements.  It is vital that the Davis-Waxman Internet Pharmacy Consumer Protection Act be 
adopted to protect our citizens so that these rogue sites that jeopardize their health and safety 
are shut down for good.  
 
An individual who is savvy with technology can easily start-up one of these businesses and 
make it difficult for law enforcement to track them down.    I want my Computer Crimes Unit 
to have the authority to go to federal court and shut down these illegitimate businesses.  We 
need Congress to give us this authority for the protection of the health of our citizens.  
 
I urge you to look favorably on this important, health-protection legislation for the constituents 
of each member of this committee and indeed all Americans. 
 
Thank you all so very much. 
 

 

 

 


